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PREVIEW MEN'S INDIVIDUAL LARGE HILL SAPPORO – Saturday 17 
Feb 2024  
 
 

Stefan Kraft 
 Stefan Kraft has won eight of the 18 individual men's World Cup events this 

season. It marks the highest number of wins in a single season by an 
Austrian man since Kraft himself recorded eight victories in 2016/17 
(personal best). 

 The last Austrian man to record more than eight individual World Cup wins 
in a single season was Gregor Schlierenzauer, who claimed 10 wins in 
2012/13. 

 Kraft (38) is one victory short of equalling Adam Malysz and Kamil 
Stoch (both 39) in joint-third place all-time on most individual World 
Cup wins among men. 

 No man has achieved as many individual World Cup podiums as Kraft 
(110). On the women's side, only Sara Takanashi (116) recorded as many 
podium finishes at World Cup level as Kraft. 

 Kraft finished on the podium in eight of his 13 individual World Cup 
participations in Sapporo, recording four victories (two in 2019, one apiece 
in 2020 and 2023). 

 Kraft can equal his personal record for most individual World Cup wins and 
podiums at a single venue: five wins and nine podiums in Oberstdorf. 

 Only two men have won more individual World Cup events in Sapporo than 
Kraft (4): Matti Nykänen (6) and Roar Ljøkelsøy (5). 

 Kraft (8) can become the first man to record at least nine individual World 
Cup podiums in Sapporo. He currently shares the record with Nykänen, 
Ljøkelsøy and Thomas Morgenstern (all 8). 

 

Ryoyu Kobayashi 
 Ryoyu Kobayashi finished on the podium in seven of the nine individual 

World Cup events in 2024 (1 victory, 6 second places), more than any 
other male ski jumper (Andreas Wellinger and Stefan Kraft follow on four). 

 Kobayashi finished second in seven individual World Cup event this 
season, his highest tally in a single season. Last season, Anže Lanišek 
finished runner-up a record nine times. 

 Kobayashi finished on the podium in all three individual World Cup events 
in Sapporo last season (20-22 January 2023): 1st-3rd-1st. He can become 
the second man representing Japan to win at least three individual World 
Cup events in Sapporo, after Masahiro Akimoto (3, 1980-1985). 

 Kobayashi (5) can become the first Japanese man to record more than five 
individual World Cup podium finishes in Sapporo. Akimoto, Takanobu 
Okabe and Noriaki Kasai achieved five individual podium finishes at this 
venue as well. 
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Other contenders 

 Nine different men have won an individual World Cup event this season 
(Stefan Kraft, Karl Geiger, Pius Paschke, Andreas Wellinger, Anže Lanišek, 
Jan Hörl, Ryoyu Kobayashi, Johann André Forfang and Lovro Kos), 
already two more than last season (7). 

 Andreas Wellinger can become the third German man this century to win 
an individual World Cup event in Sapporo, after Martin Schmitt (won twice 
in January 2000) and Severin Freund (January 2011). 

 Wellinger's best individual World Cup result in Sapporo was a second place 
in February 2017. It marked his first individual WC podium finish outside of 
Europe. 

 Wellinger only claimed multiple individual World Cup victories in 2022/23 
and 2023/24 (two each), and only in 2016/17 (12) did he record as many 
individual WC podium finishes as this season (9). 

 Two men representing Slovenia have won an individual World Cup event 
in Sapporo: Peter Prevc (4, in 2014-2017) and Jernej Damjan (1, in 2014). 
Note: Primož Ulaga won under the flag of Yugoslavia in 1987. 

 Lovro Kos finished on the podium in both individual World Cup events in 
Lake Placid last week. He triumphed on 10 February and finished joint-
second a day later (tied with Philipp Raimund). 

 Kos can become the first Slovenian man to record a World Cup podium 
finish in Sapporo since Timi Zajc finished second in January 2019. 

 Philipp Raimund recorded his first individual World Cup podium in Lake 
Placid last week (tied-second with Kos). Raimund (23) could become the 
youngest winner of an individual World Cup event this season (Lovro Kos is 
24 years old). 

 Gregor Deschwanden can become the third Swiss man to record an 
individual World Cup podium finish in Sapporo, after Stefan Zünd (runner-
up in December 1991) and Simon Ammann (winner in January 2010). 

 Poland (99) is one victory shy of becoming the fifth country to reach 100 
men's individual World Cup wins, after Austria, Finland, Norway and 
Germany (including former East and West Germany). 

 Kamil Stoch holds the official hill record in Sapporo: 148.5 meters, set on 
26 January 2019. 

 Last week in Lake Placid, Piotr Zyla achieved Poland's best individual 
result of the season (4th). He is also the last Polish man to record an 
individual World Cup podium: third in Planica on 1 April 2023. 
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