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PREVIEW MEN'S EVENTS OTEPÄÄ – 7-8 Jan 2023  
 
 

Jarl Magnus Riiber 

 Jarl Magnus Riiber won four of the first seven individual World Cup events 
this season, extending his all-time record to 53 wins. 

 Riiber only missed out on a podium finish this World Cup season in the first 
event in Ruka (14th). 

 That 14th place in Ruka was one of two non-podium finishes in Riiber's 32 
individual World Cup appearances since December 2020 (G24-S4-B2). 

 Riiber (73) can equal Akito Watabe (74) in joint-fourth place for most 
individual men's World Cup podium finishes. Hannu Manninen (90), Eric 
Frenzel (83) and Ronny Ackermann (77) make up the top three. 

 Riiber won each of the four individual World Cup events held in Otepää, in 
2018/19 and 2021/22. 

 

Jens Lurås Oftebro 

 Jens Lurås Oftebro recorded five individual World Cup podium finishes this 
season already, equalling his personal season best (five in 2019/20). 

 Oftebro finished on the podium in seven of his last 11 individual World Cup 
appearances, including a win in Lillehammer on 3 December. 

 Only Riiber (G4-S1-B1) recorded as many individual World Cup podium 
finishes this season as Oftebro (G1-S2-B2). 

 

Other contenders 

 Vinzenz Geiger won in Ramsau am Dachstein on 17 December to become 
the fifth German man to claim at least 10 individual World Cup golds in 
Nordic combined, after Eric Frenzel (43), Ronny Ackermann (28), Björn 
Kircheisen (17) and Johannes Rydzek (17). 

 Geiger has yet to finish on the podium in an individual World Cup event in 
Otepää. His best result here was a fourth place on 6 January 2019. 

 Julian Schmid won the first individual World Cup this season (Ruka, 25 
November) and he can become the second male German Nordic combined 
athlete to win multiple World Cup events since the start of the 2019/20 
season (Geiger, 9). 

 Since 2018/19, Geiger is the only German man to win multiple individual 
Nordic combined World Cup events in a single season: four in 2020/21, two 
in 2019/20 and two in 2021/22. 

 Ryota Yamamoto (G0-S1-B1) can become the first non-European Nordic 
combined athlete other than Akito Watabe to claim at least three podium 
finishes in a World Cup season since Bill Demong (G5-S3-B2) in 2008/09. 

 Akito Watabe finished second and third in Otepää in 2018/19, making him 
the only Nordic combined athlete other than Riiber (4) to hold multiple 
individual World Cup podium finishes here. 
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 Kristjan Ilves can become the first Estonian Nordic combined athlete to 
claim an individual World Cup podium on home snow. Ilves' best result in 
Otepää was an eighth place on 12 December 2021. 

 Mattéo Baud claimed a second place in Ruka on 27 November, France's 
first World Cup podium since François Braud won silver in Schonach in 
March 2017. The last French skier to win an individual World Cup event 
was Jason Lamy Chappuis in Ramsau in December 2014. 

 Lamy Chappuis was the last French Nordic combined athlete to claim 
multiple individual World Cup podium finishes in a single season, back in 
2014/15 (G1-S0-B1). 
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