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PREVIEW MEN'S GIANT SLALOM ASPEN – Friday 1 Mar 2024  
 
 

Marco Odermatt - Crystal globes 

 Last week, Marco Odermatt claimed the overall World Cup title for the third 
consecutive season with a win in the Palisades Tahoe giant slalom. He 
secured this crystal globe with 10 World Cup events remaining.  

 Odermatt continues his quest for four crystal globes this season. The last 
man to win that many World Cup classifications in a single season was 
Hermann Maier in 1999/2000 and 2001/01 (overall, downhill, giant slalom 
and super-G in both seasons). 

 The only Swiss male alpine skier to win at least four World Cup 
classifications in a single season was Pirmin Zurbriggen in 1986/87 (5 - 
overall, combination, super-G, downhill and giant slalom). 

 Odermatt (2021/2022, 2022/23) can become the third Swiss male skier to 
win the giant slalom World Cup standings at least three times, after Michael 
von Grüningen (4) and Zurbriggen (3). 

 Odermatt (35) is ranked ninth in the all-time list for most World Cup 
victories among men. Benjamin Raich and Aksel Lund Svindal (36 each) 
share seventh place. Zurbriggen (40) is sixth. 

 

Marco Odermatt - King of the giant slalom 

 Marco Odermatt has won each of the last 10 men's World Cup giant 
slaloms, including all seven this season. 

 Odermatt's streak began after a victory by Marco Schwarz in Palisades 
Tahoe on 25 February 2023. Odermatt finished runner-up to Schwarz, by 
only 0.03 seconds. 

 Odermatt is the third skier - male or female - to have claimed at least 
10 successive World Cup victories in a specific discipline, after 
Ingemar Stenmark in the men's giant slalom (14, 1978-1979) and 
Annemarie Moser-Pröll in the women's downhill (11, 1972-1974). 

 Since the start of last season, Odermatt finished on the podium in 40 of his 
47 World Cup starts (including 24 wins), a percentage of 85%. Odermatt 
came second on eight occasions. 

 Since the beginning of last season, Odermatt reached the podium in all of 
his eight World Cup starts outside Europe (3-1-2-2-2-3-1-1). This includes a 
super-G victory in Aspen on 5 March 2023. 

 Odermatt has only contested a downhill (third place on 4 March 2023) and 
super-G (win on 5 March 2023) in Aspen at World Cup level. 

 Thanks to his win in Palisades Tahoe, Odermatt can become the first skier 
- male or female - to win a giant slalom at different venues in USA in a 
single World Cup season since Michael von Grüningen in 1995/96 (Beaver 
Creek and Park City). 
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Other contenders 

 Filip Zubcic is ranked second in this season's men's World Cup giant 
slalom standings on 314 points. The gap to Marco Odermatt is 386 points. 

 Zubcic has won three World Cup giant slalom events: in Naeba (22 
February 2020), Santa Catarina (5 December 2020) and Bansko (27 
February 2021). 

 Žan Kranjec is eyeing his third World Cup victory, after two wins in the 
giant slalom: in Saalbach-Hinterglemm (19 December 2018) and 
Adelboden (11 January 2020). 

 River Radamus earned his first career World Cup podium by taking third 
place in the Palisades Tahoe giant slalom on 24 February. The last US 
male skier to win a World Cup event in Aspen was Bill Johnson in the 
downhill on 4 March 1984. 

 Henrik Kristoffersen and Alexander Steen Olsen hope to become the 
first Norwegian male skier to take a victory in a World Cup giant slalom 
since Lucas Braathen's first place in Alta Badia on 18 December 2022. 

 Steen Olsen's only World Cup victory was achieved in United States: in the 
Palisades Tahoe slalom last season (26 February 2023). 

 The four Norwegian skiers to have won a slalom and giant slalom at World 
Cup level are Ole Christian Furuseth, Kjetil André Aamodt, Henrik 
Kristoffersen and Lucas Braathen. 

 Manuel Feller has yet to win a World Cup giant slalom (four second-place 
finishes and three third-place finishes). The Austrian already celebrated six 
World Cup victories in the slalom. 

 

Various 

 The cancelled World Cup giant slalom in Sölden on 29 October - the 
opening event of this season's men's World Cup - was moved to Aspen. 
This in addition to the scheduled giant slalom and slalom (2-3 March).  

 This marks only the third men's World Cup giant slalom in Aspen in the last 
30 years. Frederik Nyberg took first place in March 1994 and Marcel 
Hirscher emerged victorious in March 2017. 

 The full list of winners in the men's World Cup giant slalom in Aspen: Phil 
Maehre (1981, 1983), Pirmin Zurbriggen (1984), Marc Girardelli (1985), 
Ingemar Stenmark (1989), Alberto Tomba (1991), Nyberg (1994) and 
Hirscher (2017). 
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