
 

 

PREVIEW MEN'S EVENTS RUKA (28-30 Nov 2025) 
 
 

Vinzenz Geiger (GER) 
● Vinzenz Geiger (GER) will miss the World Cup events in Ruka due to a foot 

injury. 
● Last season, Vinzenz Geiger (GER) won the men’s overall World Cup. It was 

his first Crystal Globe, after finishing third in 2019/20 and 2021/22 and second 
in 2020/21. 

● The last man to win back-to-back overall World Cups was Jarl Magnus Riiber 
(NOR), who won four in a row between 2018/19 and 2021/22. 

● Last season, Vinzenz Geiger (GER) finished on the podium in all three World 
Cup events in Ruka (second in the individual Compact, third in the Gundersen, 
first in the Mass Start). 

 
Johannes Lamparter (AUT) 
● Johannes Lamparter (AUT) is the only athlete to finish in the top three in the 

overall World Cup in each of the last four seasons (second in 2021/22, first in 
2022/23 and third in 2023/24 and 2024/25). 

● Johannes Lamparter (AUT) won the final two men’s World Cup events of last 
season, in Lahti (Finland) on 21 and 22 March. 

● Johannes Lamparter (AUT) can win three consecutive men’s World Cup 
events for the second time in his career, after he won three in a row in January-
February 2023 (two in Seefeld, one in Oberstdorf). 

 
Akito Watabe (JPN) 
● Akito Watabe (JPN) and Johannes Lamparter (AUT) are the only men at the 

start in Ruka who have previously won the overall World Cup. Watabe won the 
Crystal Globe in 2017/18.  

● Akito Watabe (JPN) made his World Cup debut almost 20 years ago. At age 
17, he competed in the World Cup events in Sapporo in March 2006. Watabe, 
now 37 years old, will retire at the end of this season. 

● Akito Watabe (JPN) will compete in his 19th World Cup season. Only Mario 
Stecher (AUT, 22 seasons), Wilhelm Denifl (AUT, 20 seasons) and Hannu 
Manninen (FIN, 19 seasons) took part in as many different World Cup 
seasons in Nordic Combined. 

● Akito Watabe (JPN) also had three seasons in which he only competed in 
World Cup B events (2004/05, 2006/07 and 2007/08). If you include those 
seasons, he will equal Mario Stecher’s (AUT) record of 22 different World 
Cup seasons. 

● Akito Watabe (JPN) has won 19 individual World Cup events. His first victory 
was on 5 February 2012, when he won in Val di Fiemme, the place where the 
Olympic Winter Games will be held later this year. 

● Akito Watabe (JPN) has competed in 292 individual World Cup events. He 
needs three more to equal Wilhelm Denifl’s (AUT) all-time record of 295. 
Johannes Rydzek (GER) is third on the all-time list with 282 individual starts. 

  



 

 

 

Other contenders 
● The first Nordic Combined World Cup event in Ruka/Kuusamo was the 

opening men’s event of the 2002/03 season. It was won by Hannu Manninen 
(FIN). 

● Johannes Rydzek (GER) took the first of five individual World Cup wins in 
Ruka on 29 November 2014, and his second and third on the opening 
weekend of the 2016/17 season. 

● In total, five of Johannes Rydzek’s (GER) 18 individual World Cup victories 
came in Ruka. 

● Johannes Rydzek’s (GER) only World Cup victory in the last six seasons was 
also in Ruka. On 30 November 2024, he won an individual Gundersen. 

● Stefan Rettenegger (AUT) has claimed 11 podium finishes in individual World         
Cup events, but has yet to record his first victory (5 second places and 6 third 
places). In team events, he has collected two podium finishes in the World 
Cup, both second places. 

● Stefan Rettenegger’s (AUT) most recent podium finish in the World Cup was 
on 17 March 2024, when he took second place in Trondheim. Last season, his 
best results in the World Cup were two fourth places. 

● Julian Schmid (GER) collected eight podium finishes in the World Cup last 
season, but did not win any. His most recent victory was on Finnish snow, in 
Lahti on 24 March 2023. 

● Julian Schmid’s (GER) first World Cup victory was in Ruka. On 25 November 
2022, he won the men’s opening event of the 2022/23 season. He also 
claimed the overall victory in the Ruka Tour.   

● Jens Luraas Oftebro (NOR) claimed his first individual victory in the World 
Cup in Ruka, on 29 November 2020. He also won in Ruka on 24 November 
2023, in the opening men’s World Cup event of the 2023/24 season. 

● Laurent Muhlethaler (FRA) can become the first French man to win a World 
Cup event since 21 December 2014, when Jason Lamy Chappuis won in 
Ramsau. 

● Kristjan Ilves (EST) can become the first athlete representing Estonia to win a 
World Cup event in Nordic Combined. 

● Kristjan Ilves (EST) has already claimed 12 podium finishes in individual 
World Cup events (6 second places and 6 third places). 

● The most recent new nation to achieve its first World Cup victory in Nordic 
Combined was Italy, when Alessandro Pittin won three events in Chaux-
Neuve in January 2012. 

● Ilkka Herola (FIN) claimed his first victory in the World Cup last season, when 
he triumphed in Oslo on 16 March 2025. 

● Ilkka Herola (FIN) can become the third Finnish athlete to win an individual 
Nordic Combined World Cup event in Ruka. 

● Hannu Manninen (FIN) won the first Nordic Combined World Cup event in 
Ruka/Kuusamo on 29 November 2002, while Anssi Koivuranta (FIN) also 
won in Kuusamo on 30 November 2008. 

● The most recent Finnish athlete to win an individual World Cup event on 
Finnish snow was Hannu Manninen (FIN), in Lahti on 6 March 2010.  

● On 9 February 2019, Ilkka Herola (FIN) and Eero Hirvonen (FIN) won the 
men’s team sprint in front of a home crowd in Lahti. 



 

 

 

 
 


